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" Banning e-cigarettes
could harm public

+ . health;

TOP NEWS REPORT

JAMMU, Aug 22:
Council  for Harm
(l%educed Alberns._tivea‘

government's stated poli
<y is to provide wide
choices to imers fo

s o a

and services

toh harm  rednstion

organisation that works
towards reducing the
tobacco health burden
through safer alterna-
tives, and Association of

apers India (AVI), an
advocacy group that rep-
resents e-cij tte users
across the country, have
warned central and
states governments

. an s

and not restrict them

said Samrat Chowdhery

Director, CHRA. -
Pratik Gupta

Director, AVI, sai "li‘ht

idea of ing e-ciga:

Tettes is premature giver
that no studies have been
conducted by our health
bodies on the health
iz‘npact‘ ik vaping.

the
:Eymg' e uulciE deprive
it we ve
millions of smokers of
safer choices and cause
damage to public health,
Cﬁ& said it is unfor-
tunate the government is
mulling 5
rettes, which are 9§%
less harmful compared to
tobacco cigarettes, even

peer-reviewed scientific
studies in countries such
as the UK and elsewhere
have convinced health
experts and governments
to encourage smokers to
;witch tgm\‘raping. The
urry to e-cigarettes
is therefore not under-
shn'gvable.“ @
e request the gov-
t and health

as it pr t harm
reduction programmes in
interventions on addic-
tion and communicable

authorities to seriously
‘consider the role of tobac-
.co harm reduction in

fikenana; cox_xlbat.ing the tobacco
Toxic chemicals and ¢Pidemic which is killing
a million people in our

inr prodol.il.ced from the
urning of cigarettes are
the main culprits for
tobacco-related deaths

across the world, not the.

nicotine.

E-cigarettes have
nicotine but not the tar
as there is no combus-
ition, pointed out the
vaﬁrs' body. &

anning e-cigarettes
‘would deny the country's
120 million smokers a
lower-risk means of nico-
tine intake and cessa-
tion, stated AVI.

"Harm reduction is a
conceg: w]t:v npj:ll'y in our
everyday lives oﬁ.ng’
for safer p ucgs, it
refined oil or less-pollut-
ing cars. In tobacco use

be positively impacted
with harm-red alter-
native‘g:he government

suade tobacco users to
kick the habit, but never
offered an ah:—naté;e

ond s and patch-
es, whiﬁ?rvenveqv low
| :

ccl;lun ; m’i year,"
Ty said, adding
that lower-risk alterna-

for smokeless tobacco in
the form of Swedish
snus, which like ;:.i'igm
rettes, has been found to
;g%:cﬁammgy_ over

. "This wo i

a shift from the cmnreqmrg
moralistic approach of
'quit or die' to a mo]:'e-
pragmatic  one," e
added.

Gupta countered the
allegations of = vaping
lea to teen use
saying, "Most of the
vapers in India, as it is
worldwide, are ex-smok-

‘ers. We strongly oppose

use by underafe and
non-smokers and would
welcome all steps in this
direction."

government can

arettes  und the
Cigarettes and Other

"i‘li’m Predrmer, ek e
prevent teens from using
them. the AVI director
added.
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