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Advocacy group for regulating,

not banning, e-cigarette in state

Press Trust of India
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JAIPUR: Association of Vapers
India(AVT),anorganisationrep-
resentingsmokers, hasurged the
Rajasthangovernmenttobringa
robust policy to regulate e-ciga-
rettesin the state. : '

The consumer advocacy group
. hasofferedtoprovidesupportto
the government for the formula-
tion ofthe policy.

E-cigarettes are less harmful
alternative to tobacco smoking
and is one possible intervention
that wouldgoalongtowardssav-
ing lives of smokers, as seen in
developed countries like the US,
UK and European Union, Samrat
Chowdhery, director AVIsaid.

He said at a press conference
herethat the government should
regulate e-cigarette instead of
makingany movetobanit.

Referring to Global Adult
Tobacco Survey (GATS)-2, he
informed that the state has over
68 lakh cigarette and bidi smok-
ers, who could die prematurely if
not weaned offthis habit in time.

While the state government
has made appreciable efforts to
discourage smokers through tax-
ation and tobacco control meas-
ures, theimpact has been inade-

« An e-cigarette. State has over 68 lakh smokers.
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quate — the current 5.6 per cent
decline in smoking rate may not
save many lives. That calls for
rollout of additional intervention
measures by the government, he
said.

The AVI functionary sug-
gested that potential harm to
health of smokers could be
reduced by upto95per centifthey
switchtoe-cigarettes.




